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Frontispiece from William Blackstone, Commentaries on the Latvs of England 
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1775), volume 1. Engraving by John 
Hall, from a portrait by Thomas Gainsborough. 
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FOREWORD 



Blacicstone’s Commentaries is one of the most important trea- 
tises ever written in the English language, by perhaps the foremost 
figure in Anglo-American law. William S. Hein & Co., Inc. is 
proud to publish this exhibition catalog commemorating “250 
Years of Blackstone’s Commentaries” to accompany the Yale Law 
Library’s traveling Blackstone exhibit. 

We at the Hein Company are great aficionados of old, signifi- 
cant, and rare legal treatises, as witnessed by our long-term re- 
print program and by the Legal Classics and other libraries in 
HeinOnline, where books dating back to the 1500s can be found. 
Seeing the illustrations that have been reproduced here is a real 
pleasure. 



KEVIN M. MARMION 
President, William S. Hein & Co., Inc. 
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250 Years of Blackstone’s Commentaries : 

INTRODUCTION 



Among a plethora of notable anniversaries (Magna Carta, 
the Fourth Lateran Council, the ANZAC landing at Gallipoli), 
the year 2015 also marks two and a half centuries since William 
Blackstone’s Commentaries on the Laws of England first appeared 
in print. Without entering into invidious comparisons, it is clear 
that publication of Book I of the Commentaries in mid-November 
1765 was a notable event, and seen as such at the time. Reviewers 
were unanimous in their praise and by February the first printing 
was almost exhausted. Over the next three years a further three 
volumes appeared, each to similar critical acclaim. Yet Black- 
stone’s views and opinions were not universally welcomed. Thus 
his treatment of Protestant Non-conformity in Book IV aroused 
a storm of protest from prominent Dissenters, including Joseph 
Priestley, who nevertheless admitted that while his own critique 
would soon be forgotten, “your ‘Commentaries on the Laws of 
England’ will probably last as long as the laws themselves.” 

So far Priestley has proved right. In her massive Bibliographical 
Catalog of William Blackstone, published for the Yale Law Library 
by William S. Hein & Co. to coincide with the 250th anniversary 
of the Commentaries, the late Ann Laeuchli lists the details of 55 
English and Irish and no fewer than 139 American editions pro- 
duced between the 1760 s and the first decade of the present cen- 
tury. This is to say nothing of abridgments, extracts, translations, 
and adaptations of the Commentaries. As William G. Hammond 
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wrote in the introduction to his 1890 edition, “No writer, who has 
yet appeared, can be placed in comparison with Blackstone for his 
influence on the law of the mother country, or her American off- 
spring, to say nothing of the commonwealths on both sides of the 
Pacific that had no existence when Blackstone wrote.” 

This exhibition illustrates the origins of Blackstone’s Commen- 
taries and the ways it was published, marketed, studied, debated, 
disseminated, appropriated, and satirized over the last 250 years. 
All the items come from the Yale Law Library’s William Black- 
stone Collection. From the collection’s origin in 1907 as a gift of 
293 volumes from Yale alumnus Macgrane Coxe, it has quadru- 
pled in size to become the world’s largest collection of works by 
and about Blackstone. This collection does more than facilitate 
research. Its sheer size and the physical evidence of its use enable 
one to appreciate Blackstone’s impact on legal publishing, legal 
education, politics, and popular culture in ways that bibliogra- 
phies or online databases never can. 

We are grateful to William S. Hein & Co. for sponsoring the 
publication of this catalogue. 



WILFRID PREST 
University of Adelaide 

MICHAEL WIDENER 
Yale Law Library 
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250 Years of Blackstone’s Commentaries : 

ROOTS OF THE COMMENTARIES 



O let me pierce the secret shade 
Where dwells the venerable maid! 
There humbly mark, with rev’rent awe, 
The guardian of Britannia’s Law, 
Unfold with joy her sacred page, 

(Th’ united boast of many an age, 
Where mix’d, yet uniform, appears 
The wisdom of a thousand years) 



— William Blackstone (1723-1780), “The Lawyer’s 
Farewell to his Muse, Written in the Year 1744” 
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William Blackstone. An Analysis of the Laws of England. Oxford: Clar- 
endon Press, 1756. 

The Commentaries on the Laws of England began as lectures at Oxford Univer- 
sity in 1753. Blackstone’s innovative addition to the traditional Roman law 
syllabus included a printed course outline, here bound up with blank pages 
for reader’s notes. This copy is from the collection of Anthony Taussig, who 
believes the notes may be by a student who attended Blackstone’s lectures. 
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William Blackstone. A Treatise on the Law of Descents in Fee-Simple. 
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1759. 

Prepared to assist his Oxford students, this outline of a complex but central 
branch of land law forms the basis of two chapters in Book II of the Com- 
mentaries, together with the graphic “Table of Descents,” which in turn was 
recycled from Blackstone’s earlier Essay on Collateral Consanguinity (1750). 



A 

TREATISE 

ON THE 

LAW of DESCENTS 

IN FEE-SIMPLE. 



By WILLIAM BLACKSTONE, Es^ 

BARRISTER AT LAW, 

V IKER 1 AN PROFESSOR OF THE LAWS OF 
ENGLAND, AND D. C. L. 



OXFORD, 
at the clarendon press. 

M. DCC. LIX. 
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2 Cn ^t'ftojfcai Uictt) of 

Clerk was the Lofs of many Rents 
to the Crown ,• but in Norfolk , where 
the Rents were greater, they wrote 
the particular VicouticlKcnte inCharge, 
and fo they remain on the Pipe-Roll 
to this Day. 

The Sheriff pays in Profers to the ^ 
Value of the County Rents, becaufc 
thefe he mud lot or O' m before the 
Curfitor Baron, and he cannot here 
Niebil, becaufc* the Lands might be 
feized into the Kings Hands, and out 
of the Profits and Ilfucs the Rent 
might be anfwered, and the Sheriff* is 
looked upon to farm the Rents, and 
therefore is obliged to pay them into 
the Crown, but he may O' nf thefe 
Rents ; for if the King grants any of 
them, he may fhew the Record in his 
Difeharge; and all thefe Rents be- 
ing within the Survey of the She- 
riff, he mud acquit them below on 
Receipt of the Rents, for the Sheriff 
as Farmer of the County was anfwcr- 
ablc for them. 

As 
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As to the Sheriffs ‘Difeharge, firfl c .°; 
he may difeharge himfeif by an O' ni ' 9 Co. 97V 
(/. e .) by Order of Court upon any 
particular Article, or by fhewing the 
King’s Great or Privy Seal, difehar- 
ging it out of the Account. 
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Geoffrey Gilbert. An Historical View of the Court of Exchequer, and of 
the King’s Revenues, There Answered. London: E. and R. Nutt, and R. 
Gosling, (assigns of Edward Sayer Esq.) for T. Waller, 1738. From the 
library of Sir William Blackstone, with his bookplate and annotations. 

Blackstone frequently annotated items in his extensive book collection. This 
holograph addendum notes differences between the two unauthorized post- 
humous editions of a treatise derived from manuscripts left by Sir Geoffrey 
Gilbert, Chief Baron of the Exchequer (1674-1726): 



“Here follow in Edit. 1759 8 more pages belonging to this Chapter; & seven entire 
new Chapters, some of them extremely curious; which has made this Edition 
worth nothing, except to compare with the other when any Doubt arises, as both 
seem to be printed from surreptitious Copies of C. B. Gilbert’s Work.” 
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250 Years of Blackstone’s Commentaries : 

BIRTH OF THE COMMENTARIES 



This valued Book, so much in use, 

Was penned by Justice Blackstone, 

To remedy each law- abuse 
Throughout the English nation. 

And well it merits fame immense, 

For neat and simple diction, 

For mighty thoughts and sterling sense, 
And truth bereft of fiction. 



— Anonymous; written on the endpapers of Blackstone’s 
Commentaries (Worcester, Mass.: Isaiah Thomas, 
1790), vols. 3 &4. William Blackstone Collection, 

Yale Law Library. 
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COMMENTARIES 

ON THE 

LAWS 

O F 

ENGLAND. 

BOOK THE FIRST. 



WILLIAM BLACKSTONE, E s ^ 

VINE R I A N PROFESSOR OF LAW, 

AND 

SOLICITOR GENERAL TO HER UAjE$TY 

OXFORD, 

PRINTED AT THE CLARENDON PRESS, 

M. DC C. LXV. 

YALE LAW UBHARY 

... ... j 

William Blackstone. Commentaries on the Laws of England. Oxford: 
Clarendon Press, 1765-1769. Volume 1 (1765) of 4. 

The first volume of the Commentaries on the Laws of England appeared on 18 
November 1765. Although produced at Oxford University’s printing house, 
it was a self-published venture. The initial 1500 copies sold out within three 
months. The spectacular success of the Commentaries reflected Blackstone’s 
literary and rhetorical skill in reshaping the common law’s messy technicali- 
ties into a coherent and rational body of knowledge. 
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William Blackstone. Supplement to the First Edition: Containing the 
Most Material Corrections and Additions in the Second. [Oxford?, 1766 ?] 



His book was no sooner published than Blackstone began revising. This 
separate Supplement to Book I lists changes which would be incorporated in 
the second edition (November 1766). Following the Stamp Act crisis, these 
include new emphasis on colonial subordination to “the imperial crown and 
parliament of Great Britain.” 
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William Blackstone. Commentaries on the Laws of England. 2nd edition. 
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1766. Volume 1 of 2. 



In one of his most influential chapters, heavily annotated by a contemporary 
reader, Blackstone expounds the legal relationship between husband and 
wife in terms of “unity of person.” Wives’ dependent status derived from 
prior consent to the civil contract of marriage. They were not the husband’s 
property and marital violence among “the lower rank” was a hangover from 
the “old common law.” 
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PREFACE. 



T H E following flieets contain the fubflance of 
a conrfe of ledhires on the laws of England* 
which were read by theTauthor in the univcrfity of 
Oxford. His original plan took it’s rife in the 
5 year 1753 : and, notwithflanding the novelty of fuch 
an attempt in this age and country, and the prejudices 
ufually conceived againft any innovations in the ella- ^ " 
blifhed mode of cducation^jhc had the fatisfaction 
find \ and he acknowleges with a mixture of pride {tT ^ 
t and gratitude) that his endeavours were encouraged 



%*■«% *410 V Muuifwuiu WVIV VllWUid^FU / 

and patronized by thofe, both in the univerfity and 7 ^ 
out of it, whole good opinion and efteem he was 
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principally defirous to obtain. 



u> c 



The death of .Mr. Vin’er in 1756, and his ample , . 
jj-ber.efa&ion to univerfity for promoting the lluJy jfai 
of the law, produced about two years afterwards a 
regular and public eftablifiiment of what the author 
had privately undertaken. The knowlcgc of our 
laws and conftitution was adopted as a liberal fcience 
''jby general academical authority; competent endow- 
mentsyverc decreed for the fupport of a ledurer, 
pnd'^tiie perpetual encouragement of ftudents ; and 

a tys?* <r w * >-* Jjy'' ^ cail/ 



William Blackstone. Commentaries on the Laws of England. Dublin: 
Printed for John Exshaw, Henry Saunders, Samuel Watson, and James 
Williams, 1766-1770. Volume 1 (1766) of 4. 

“Pirated” (or reprinted) books produced outside England were generally 
cheaper than the copyrighted original. This, the first such edition of the Com- 
mentaries, is also the first in a smaller (octavo) format. An early owner con- 
tributed the patronizing annotation: “The Author is a sensible ldnd of Man, 
but for an university Man, a poor Grammarian, me judice [in my view] .” 
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COMMENTARIES 

on the 

LAWS 

O F 

ENGLAND. 

IN FOUR BOOKS. 



WILLIAM BLACKSTONE, 

SOLICITOR GENERAL TO HER MAJESTY. 
THE SEVENTH EDITION, 

OXFORD, 

AT the clarendon masi, MDccuorr* 

MlKTtO for W n LIAM JTftAItAN, THOU At CAUtlL* 
ANU DANIEL PRINCE, 

Aavaan mvt a™ a 



William Blackstone. Commentaries on the Laws of England, yth edition. 
Oxford: Clarendon Press, printed for William Strahan, Thomas Cadell, 
and Daniel Prince, 1775. Volume 1 of 4. 

In 1772 Blackstone sold his copyright to a consortium of London and Oxford 
booksellers for the then huge sum of £2,000. Their 1775 Oxford-printed edi- 
tion was the first to incorporate a copperplate engraving by John Hall, based 
on Blackstone’s portrait by Thomas Gainsborough completed in 1774, now 
held by Tate Britain, London. 
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A LIST of the Encourage* s NAMES will be publifhed 
in the fourth Volume of this WORK; and all Gentle- 
mi; » that now choofc to become Subscribers, may be fupplied 
with the first Volume at the moderate Price of Two Dollars. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS are received »y 

R O B E RT BEL L, Bookseller, 

{At tlx Itts * U* 10 * LtlKAJlV in Third-Jit ttt , PHILADELPHIA .) 
And by all the Printers and Booksellers in AMERICA. 

The second, third, and fourth Volumes will be forwarded 
as expeditioufly aspoffiblc, and delivered to the Subscribers , 
at the Price of Two Dollars each. 

Memorandum. Tbit Volume can er.ly he fed d to tbofe gentle- 
men who are willing to fubferibe for the whole of tbofe celebrated 
Commentaries, by giving in their Names et Encouragers. 

All Impendent Gentlemen and Scholars, as well as 
every Magi (Irate, civil Officer and Lawyer, ought to poflefi this 
splendid and useful WORK: Therefore the Editor hopeth, 
Patriotifm to encourage native fabrications, with the Advantage 
of bring feven Pounds in the Purchafc of ten Pounds Worth, — 
The Britillr Edition being fold at Ten Pounds Pcnnfyhania Currency , 
together w ith that innate Third for Knowledge, which is fo ad- 
mirably ingrafted in die Contexture of the human Mind ; 

will nobly animate all, whofc Ideas arc expanded in fcarch 
of Knowledge, to encourage this American Edition. 

Content or Spirit mtirt from Science flow, 

For 'tii a Godlike Attribute to know. Fstoa. 
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Sm WILLIAM RLACKSTONF., Knt. 

ONE OF HIS MAJESTY'* JUDGES OF THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, 

RE- PRINTED iion mi BRITISH COPY. 
PAGE ro« PAGE with tni LAST EDITION. 



AMERICA: 

PRINTED roi t n c SUBSCRIBERS. 

By ROBERT BELL, at t be law Uxiox Library, ift THrifrm. 
PHILADELPHIA. M DCC LXXt. 

YALE LAW LIBRARY 



William Blackstone. Commentaries on the Laws of England. [Philadel- 
phia, Pa.] America: Printed for the subscribers, by Robert Bell, 1771- 
1772. Volume 1 (1771) of 4. 

The first American edition was produced on a subscription basis by the en- 
terprising Robert Bell (i732?-i784), who had emigrated from Scotland to 
Philadelphia, where he established a very active bookselling and publishing 
business. In soliciting subscriptions to the entire four-volume set, Bell ap- 
pealed to both patriotic altruism and thriftiness. 
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E 



NAMES 



OF THE 



SUBSCRIBERS. 



H IS Excellency ilic F igbt Honourable John Murray # End of Dun mo re* 

Gnvernor of Virginia, 

1 1 is Excellency William Franklin, EC]; Governor of Mcw-Jcrfey. 

Hk F.xccflmicy Thomas Shi iky, Eft;; Governor of ihe Bahama JfUruk, 

His Excellency George James Brucre, Eft}; Governor of the Bland of Bermuda# 
The Honourable Richard Peon, Efq; Lieutenant Governor of FtnnMvrmia, 
The Hoiiourable Mattheiv GrifwoU# Efq; Deputy Governor of Conn eft lent# 
Ills Honour John Moultrie, Efq; Lb;: tenant Got ernor cf Eaft-Fiorida; 

-A# 

John Adams# Efq; Parr tier at Law, Bo, Tort. 

Andrew Adams# Efq; Barrister at Law, Li:chf|*ld| Connecticut, 
jofepli Adams. Efq; New-Hnven, Connefticut* 

Captain Stephen Adyc» of his Maj ally's Royal Artillery, 

Mr + Thomas Affleck Cabinet' maker, Philadelphia, 

John Agnew#Efq; Cumberland County# Pennsylvania, 

Mr. John Agnew* Farmer# Cumberland County# Pennfylvanhi. 

Andrew Allen# Efq; Attorney- General for Fenufyl vanla, 

James Allen, Efq; Attorney at Law, Philadelphia. 

Ifaae Allen, Efq; Trenton# New jerky, 

Robert Alexander# Efq; Baltimore County# Maryland ( 

Mr. Robert Alexander# Merchant# Baltimore, 

Mr, Martin Alexander# Merchant# Baltimore, 

T h oroas Andcr fon # E li] , S ufk- * C ou n ty # on 1> 1 aware, 

Mr, Daniel Andcr fon# Merchant, Dumfries# Virginia' 

Mr, Robert Audcrfou, Merchant, Newtown Che I ter, Mary bad. 



William Blackstone. Commentaries on the Laws of England. [Philadel- 
phia, Pa.] America: Printed for the subscribers, by Robert Bell, 1771- 
1772. Volume 4 (1772) of 4. 

This fourth volume of Bell’s first edition, published in 1772, contains a tipped- 
in advertisement for a projected quarto edition (of which only one volume 
appeared), together with the subscription list. This list shows a total of 1,557 
sets ordered by 840 American subscribers, including 16 future signatories to 
the Declaration of Independence, one future President (John Adams) and 
the father of John Marshall, later chief justice of the Supreme Court. Several 
booksellers, printers, and merchants placed large orders, the largest for 200 
sets by “Mr. James Rivington, Bookseller, New-York.” 
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COMMENTARIES 
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ENGLAND. 

IN FOUR BOOKS. 



Sin WILLIAM BLACKSTONE, Knt. 

074 e of tiie Lutf JUSTICES or hj: Bhitanhjsk MA JES- 
TY’S COURT or COMMON PLEAS. 



IN FOUR VOLUMES. 



T!i,. FIRST WORCESTER EDITION, 

CjrifuSlj rcpiirmd iVom the li(l I.ondok Ebition. 
c 0 N T A I K I si c ( 

L A S T CORRECTIONS ur n,. AUTHOR, 
T he ADDITIONS nt RICHARD MURK, l.L, D, 
AWD CONTINUED to the PRESENT TJME# 
nv JOHN IF 1 1 L L I A M S, E ?a , 



\ or., L— Book I. 



PRINTED a, ffOKGEST£R, M ASSACHU $£ l"'T$. 

by ISA l All THOMAS, 

SOLD AT UtS BOOK TOR F IN U\tb i f t TJ. t! f AND JiV ;i|M ANt) 

* aTdccx.c _ , 

YALE LAW LIBRARY 



William Blackstone. Commentaries on the Laws of England. First Wor- 
cester edition. Worcester, Mass.: Isaiah Thomas, 1790. Volume 1 of 4. 

Blackstone’s personal opposition to American independence did not curb de- 
mand for the Commentaries across the Atlantic before or after his death in 
1780. A selling point for this 1790 Massachusetts imprint was its fidelity to 
the latest English editions. Samuel Hill’s engraved portrait frontispiece is a 
crude copy of a later engraving of the Gainsborough portrait, also by John 
Hall. 
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250 Years of Blackstone’s Commentaries: 

COMMENTARIES 
IN THE CLASSROOM 



I sometimes on the lasses look, 
Sometimes hurrah for Jackson! 
Sometimes I read a musty book 
Compiled by old Judge Blackstone. 



— Josiah Scott (1803-1879), in R. C. Colmery, 

A Memoir of the Life and Character of Josiah Scott 
(Columbus, Ohio, 1881) 

In Blackstone there is much, I own, 

Well worthy of regard; 

But then, my boy, like other stones, 

You’ll find him precious hard! 



— John Godfrey Saxe (1816-1887), “Advice to a Young 
Friend, Who Thinks He Should Like to Be a Lawyer” 
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William C. Robinson. Common Law Charts to Accompany Blackstone’s 
Commentaries. New Haven, Conn. : Punderson & Crisand, 1872. 

Across the nineteenth- century common-law world, the Commentaries served 
as both an introduction to legal studies and required reading for candidates 
seeldng admission to practice. Visual aids designed to help students master 
Blackstone and prepare for professional examinations on his text were thus 
much in demand. This chart is from a set of three (“Rights,” “Wrongs,” and 
“Remedies”) authored by Professor William C. Robinson (1834-1911) of the 
Yale Law Department, and bound with the lecture notes of Charles F. Boll- 
man, the student who as law librarian prepared the charts for publication. 
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Ralph Barnes. “Analysis of Blackstone’s Commentaries, 1797.” Manu- 
script, 1797-1835. 



Ralph Barnes (1781-1869) seems to have made these analytical notes on the 
first book of the Commentaries as a student at Exeter Grammar School, even 
before becoming an articled clerk in an attorney’s office. Barnes practiced as a 
solicitor in Exeter, where he also served as secretary to successive bishops and 
clerk to the dean and chapter of the cathedral, besides publishing on legal 
topics. An obituary described him as “one of the best ecclesiastical lawyers in 
the kingdom.” 
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William Pinnock. Pinnock’s Catechism of British Law: Containing Cor- 
rect Ideas of Our Constitutional Rights and Liberties. London: G. &W.B. 
Whittaker, 1823. 

A former teacher turned bookseller/publisher, William Pinnock (1782-1843) 
issued a series of “catechisms” covering a wide range of secular topics in the 
question- and- answer format originally used for religious instruction. It is 
not clear who actually wrote most of these cheaply produced pamphlets, 
aimed at a fast- expanding non-elite juvenile market. “British Law” is a mis- 
nomer, although the text on display surveys Britain’s main institutions of 
government as well as English common law. 



- 17 - 





Student notebook. Manuscript, ca. 1810. 

This notebook, compiled by an unknown American student in the early nine- 
teenth century, provides a practical example of the catechetical method of 
pedagogy in action. It shows that Blackstone’s Commentaries were studied 
not only by would-be lawyers and college students, but also as part of the 
standard curriculum for school-aged boys and girls. The first few pages of 
this notebook are devoted to “Questions and Answers on Geography.” 
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INTRODUCTION. 



THE fgurct at tlx tnd of each Qucfiion refer to the 
pages ef Blaekflonc ( and tbefe of all the editions 
are aisle ) where its anfvxr may be found. It was 
ttnncccjfary to note fifo Volume, as it is well known 
that the four Books of Blaekflone corrcfpond with 
the four Volumes. 



SECTION n. 

Of the Nature of Laws in general. 

1. T^^HAT is law, in its mod general and 

* ’ comprehenfive fenfe ? 38. 

2. What is law, in its more confined fenfe, and that 

in which it is the prefent commentator $ bufinefs 
to confider it ? 39. 

3. What is the law of nature ? 39. 

4. To what one precept , may the law of nature be 

reduced ? 41. 

5. Has God revealed any portions of this law to 

us? 42. 

0 . Upon what two foundations depend all human 
laws ? 42. 

7. As the whole race of mankind form feparate 

dates, is there not a third kind of law ? 43. 

8. What is that law called, by which particular 

nations arc governed ? 44. 

9. How docs the commentator define that law? 

44. 

jc. What three firms of government are there ? 49. 

0 2 ii. What 



- 



Barron Field. An Analysis of Blackstone’s Commentaries on the Laws of 
England, in a Series of Questions. London: T. Cadell & W. Davies, 1811. 

While working as a theatre critic and journalist, Barron Field (1786-1846) 
qualified as an attorney and solicitor, and then compiled his frequently re- 
printed question- and- answer guide to Blackstone’s Commentaries. Following 
call to the bar, Field pursued an imperial legal career in Ceylon, New South 
Wales (judge of the Supreme Court 1817-24), and Gibraltar. He also pub- 
lished First Fruits of Australian Poetry (Sydney, 1819). 
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THE QUIZZEE 8EIUES. 



I3LACKST0NE QUIZZER D. 

(PRICE. 50 CENTS.) 



BEING QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
ON BOOK *1 OF 



BLACKSTONE’S COMMENTARIES, 

’OR STUDENTS PREPARING FOR EXAMINATION FOR ADMFR 
SION TO TUK BAR, OR FOR ADVANCED STANDING 
IN LAW SCHOOLS, OR FOR REVIEW IN CONNEC- 
TION WITH TEXT BOOKS AND LECTURES. 



4tb fiction. 

fPu '!. I . 



BY 

WM. 0. SPRAGUE, A. B, LL. B. 



I 



PUBLISHED BY 

THE COLLECTOR PUBLISHING CO. 
DETROIT, MICH, 



William C. Sprague. Blackstone Quizzer D: Being Questions and An- 
swers on Book 4 of Blackstone’s Commentaries. 4th edition. Detroit, 
Mich.: Collector Publishing Co., 1897. 

Besides practicing law in the Midwest and compiling an Abridgement of 
Blackstone’s Commentaries (nine editions between 1892 and 1915), William 
C. Sprague (1860-1922) presided over the Sprague Correspondence School 
of Law. Readers of his “Quizzer” series were advised to memorize the exact 
answers provided in these short pamphlets, which must have served many 
candidates taking state bar admission exams. 
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OF THE NATURE 



OF LA IKS IN GENERAL 



I 



depends u the fide at his conduct ; not, indeed, in every pu 
bcular, but in ill those point* wherein hia dependence consist*, 
Ihia principle, therefore, has more or leu extent and effect, in 
proportion is the superiority of the one and the dependence of 
the other is greater or lets, absolute or limited. And const 
queenly ns man depends absolutely upon his Maker for every 
thing, it i* necessary that he should, in ill points, conform to hia 
Maker’s Will. 

This will of his Maker is called the taw of nature. For a* 
God, when he created matter, and endued it with a principle uf 
mobility, established certain rule* for the pcr|«:iual direction of 
that motion, so, when he created man. ami uudunl him with 
*40 j freewill to conduct himself in all pans of *lifc, he laid 
down certain immutable laws of human nature, whereby I ha! 
freewill is in -ome degree regulated and restrained, and gave 
him also the faculty of reason [o discover the purport of those 
laws. 

Considering the Creator only as a luting of infinite power, nc 
w^* able unquestionably to have prescribed whatever laws he 
pleased to his creature, man. however unjust .or severe. But, *1 
he is aldo a being uf infinite wisdom, he has laid down only such 
laws as we.c founded in those relations of justice that existed in 
the nature of things antecedent to any positive precept. These 
Are the eternal immutable laws of grind and evil, to which the 
Creator himself, in all his dispensations, conforms ; and which 
he has enabled human reason to discover, so far as (hey are 
rteouisajy for the conduct of huimxn actions. Such, among 

hurt nobody, and >h-Hitd render to every nnc hia due ; to whi ch 
three general precepts Justinian (u) hi* reduced the whole doc 
trine of law, 

But if the discovery of these firs! principles id the law of 
nature depended only u|>oti the due exertion of right reason, and 
could not otherwise be obtained than by a chain of meiaphysicri 
di squisition!, mankind would have wanted some inducement 10 
have quickened [hear inquiries, and the greater part of the world 
would have rested content in mental indolence, and ignorance, its 

{*] f*~U / ' MW, Imn, a«. «— ■ v*ri. r.» AWfW ' 

W./. L> 



inseparable companion. As, therefore, the Creator is a being opt 
utdy of in finite fewer, and wisdom, but also of infinite goodness, h* 
has been pleased so to contrive the constitution and frame of 
humanity, that we should want no other prompter to inquire aftei 
and pursue the rule of right, but only our own self-love, that uni 
versal principle of action. For he has so intimately conn ected, 
■o inseparably interwo ven the laws of etern al jus tice with the 
happine ss of each individ ual, t hat Lhc Liter cannot be at mined 
hot by observing the former; and, tf the f orm er be punct ually 
obeyed, it cannot but induce the latte r 1 n consequence of which 
mutual connection of justice and human felicity, he “has not [*41 
perplexed the law of nature with a multitude of abstracted 
rules and precepts, referring merely la the fitness or unfitness ill 
things, as same have vainly surmised, but has gracious] y redutwi 
(he rule of obedience to this one paternal m event, "that min 
should pursue his own true and substantial happiness " This is 
the foundation of what we cal] cthka, or natural law. For the 
several articles into which It is branched in our systems, amount 
to no more than demonstrating that this or that action Icrds ip 
mans real happiness, and therefore very justly concluding thai 
the performance of it is a part of the law of nature; or, oh the 
other hand, that this or that action is destructive of man’s real 
happiness, and therefore that the law of nature forhidi it. 

This law of nature, being ipeval with mankind, and dictated 
by God himself, is of course superior in obligation to any other, 
ft is binding over all the globe, in all countries, and at all times : 
no hitman laws are of any validity, if contrary to this f and 

*“ rrtij,- here mean that all human !awi ought (Doon/urm [o the 

Dlviot h*i. tf thi* be hi* meaning, 1 assent to it wltHout besliailflfi. 
ftrtuf*, again, he mtini that human liw-given are Ihensselvn obliged Jiy 
e DMne laws to fishion the Faw* whkh they Impose by that ultimate 
itaa4iTd, Ufcauie. if they do one. God will ptmlih (hem. To Ihls, i|m, | 
tntirelj aiieoT. Uui ihc meaning of this passage *«ftu rather to lie ihL; 
uni no human law which conflicts wfrh (He Divine law k obligatory or Innd- 
mg; in other wooli, (hat on human Law which conflicts with the Divine law 
1,1 ^ ra law without an obligation Li a eoninuifction Ed ttiim, j ivp 
poie Ihi? to be hii meaning, became when we say of any (ransxrtlon that it 
u Lawalli, we mean That it is nee binding. Now. in *ay (hat hawian law* 
conflict with the Divine law Arc nut binding, (hat h to pay, u 1 * noi 
wmi to talk nonsente. The most pernicious Law*, and therefore thaw 
»Wcli are moti opposed to the will of God, have been and are ronUnufti 



William Blackstone. The American Students’ Blackstone: Commentaries 
on the Laws of England in Four Books. New York: Baker, Voorhis & Co., 
1938. 

The first edition of The American Student’s Blackstone ... So Abridged as to Re- 
tain All Portions of the Original Work which are of Historical or Practical Value, 
with Notes and References to American Decisions was published in 1876. This 
1938 impression appears to be a reprint of the fourth (1914) edition. The 
compiler, George C. Chase (1849-1924) taught in the Law School of Colum- 
bia College before becoming Dean of the New York Law School. The notes 
are by a New York Law School student in 1948, most likely one of the last 
times the Commentaries was used as a law school textbook. 
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A Fine Specimen of University Press IVork. 



BLACKSTONE’S 

COMMENTARIES 

FOR TIIE USE OF 

Students of Law and the General Header. 

BY 

MARSHALL D. EWELL, 

Professor in Union College of Law, Chicago; author of “ Eicell on 
Fixtures etc., etc. 

1 vol. 025 pp. 

PRICK: 



In leatherette $2.50 net 

In law sheep or half calf 3.00 net 



Published by SOULE & BUG-BEE 

37 Court Street, Boston. 

EST" For Sale by aU the Law Booksellers. 



Please examine the following Sample Pages. 



Blackstone’s Commentaries for the Use of Students of Law and the General 
Reader. [Boston: Soule &Bugbee, 1882?] 

The abridgment of the Commentaries by Marshall D. Ewell (1844-1928), 
founding president of the Kent College of Law, used different typefaces to 
distinguish “obsolete and unimportant matter from . . . fundamental principles 
of the law.” This ten-page flyer for the first edition includes endorsements 
from fellow academics, newspapers, and professional journals: according to 
the Indianapolis Herald, “Every American citizen should read and study this 
little book.” 
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AN ABRIDGMENT 

OF 

33lacKdtotu’4 Commentaries 

ON THE 

LAWS OF ENGLAND, 

IN 

911 &n:ic* of letter* 

FROM 

A FATHER TO II IS DAUGHTER , 

CHIEFLY INTENDED FOR 

THE USE AND ADVANCEMENT 

OF 

FEMALE EDUCATION. 

• • • • • u of Law, ao les* can bo irkaowlolxnl, than that lirr *c*t i» 
tin- bosom of Ciod, lirr voice the harmony of the worhl: all thine* m 
llrwvrn and Barth »lo her reverrnce : the very lea.i. a* f. fling her enir, 
and the greatent a* not exempt front her power; both Angel* amt Men. 
him! creature* of what condition .never, though each in different *»rt and 
manner, tet all with uniform content, admiring her a* tlx* mother uf their 
Peace and Joy.** I looker ' 1 Eccl. Polity, Book I. 

BY A BARRISTER AT LAW, 

F. It. F.A. AND F.L.R. 

Sotifcon : 

PRINTED FOR JOHN HATCHARD AND SON, 

NO. 187, PICCADILLY. 

1822. 

/ALE LAW LIBRARY 



John Eardley-Wilmot. An Abridgment of Blackstone’s Commentaries on 
the Laws of England, in a Series of Letters from a Father to His Daugh- 
ter, Chiefly Intended for the Use and Advancement of Female Education. 
London: John Hatchard & Son, 1822. 

Sir John Eardley-Wilmot (1783-1847) was a high-minded Tory baronet and 
barrister committed to good works, including penal reform and the educa- 
tion of women. He sought here “for your amusement and instruction” to 
provide female readers with “a general idea of the laws, and of that glori- 
ous Constitution, under which it is your happiness to be born.” Revised and 
partially rewritten editions were issued by his son, also Sir John Eardley- 
Wilmot, in 1853 and 1855. 
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AN 



ANALYSIS AND SUMMARY 

V*>J T • 

BLACKSTONE QN HEAL PROPERTY 

v O' i 
A\ T 

WITH A SERIES OF QUESTIONS* 

\J 

BT A 

MEMBER of LINCOLNS 'INN* 



THIRD EDITION. 



YALE LAW LIBRARY 

OXFORD . 

t'RIKTED AND PUBLISHED BY J. VISCEKT 
IMS. 



William Blackstone. An Analysis and Summary of Blackstone on Real 
Property, with a Series of Questions. 3rd edition. Oxford: J. Vincent, 
1868. 



All four known editions (1859, 1863, 1868, and 1875) of this brief compilation 
were issued by the same Oxford printer, probably for the use of students in 
the university’s new School of Jurisprudence. It contains a summary version 
of chapters 2-23 from Book II of the Commentaries, with a two-page appendix 
outlining the complex rule in Shelley’s Case (1579). 
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A GENERAL VIEW 



OF THE 

PRINCIPLES OF LAW: 

CONSISTING CHIEFLY IN EXTRACTS FROM THE COM- 
MENTARIES OF SIR WILLIAM BLACKSTONE. 

PUBLISHED BY THE JAFFNA BOOK SOCIETY. 



AmMAICAN frllHfllOEf Fansa, M AITH PI 

1817. 



A General View of the Principles of Law: Consisting Chiefly in Extracts 
from the Commentaries of Sir William Blackstone. Manepy [Sri Lanka] : 
American Mission Press, 1837. 

This paper-bound pamphlet of 66 pages consists of an abridged version, 
without footnotes, of Book I of the Commentaries, Introduction, sections 2 
(“Of the Nature of Laws in General”) and 3 (“Of the Laws of England”), 
together with questions on the text. The American Mission Press began op- 
erations at Manepy, near Jaffna in northern Sri Lanka, in 1820. 
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250 Years of Blackstone’s Commentaries: 

REACTIONS, RESPONSES, 
APPROPRIATIONS 



As Rhadamanthus sage, who makes orations 
To wo nd ring pupils — and to juries lectures ; 

To ladies publishes law dedications, 

And o’er poor prostrate Blackstone stoutly hectors. 



— St. George Tucker (1752-1827), “Ode VII: To Death” 
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BLACKSTONE’S COMMENTARIES: 



WITH 

NOTES OF REFERENCE, 

TO 

THE CONSTITUTION AND LAWS, 



or the 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES j 

asv er Tut 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA. 



IN FIVE VOLUMES- 






WITH AN AmiNDtX TO EACH VOLUME, 

COST A [XX Jf C 

EJIORT TRACTS UPON SUCH SUBJECTS AS ARR^AIlED NECESSARY 
TO FORM A CONNECTED 

VIEW OF THE LAWS OF VIRGINIA, 

AS & Mfc WJItH or THE rrnEHAI. EJJCIOS. 



BY ST. GEORGE TUCKER, 



narimon OF I.AW, IN TBS USIVIRSITY or WILLIAM ASH UAir, A MW 
OffE OF THE jutted OF THE CESEEAI. C-OUbT tJf VtSCLMjl. 



PHILADELPHIA ■ 

PITIU5HF.D DY WILLIAM VOUSG EIHCEEj ASD A 11 It A II A If SMALL, 
K D, It, SOUTH SECO X IMTRE E.T - 
ILOBUKl CAltBj FI* [YTtHi 

1S03. 



YALE LAW LIBRARY 




William Blackstone. Blackstone’s Commentaries: With Notes of Ref- 
erence, to the Constitution and Laws, of the Federal Government of the 
United States, and of the Commonwealth of Virginia ... / by St. George 
Tucker. Philadelphia: William Young Birch & Abraham Small, 1803. 
Volume 1 of 4. 

St. George Tucker (1752-1827) was responsible for the first edition of Black- 
stone which supplemented the English text with material of direct relevance 
to American lawyers - more specifically, those practicing in particular state 
jurisdictions. Tucker’s text thereby inaugurated the long line of “American- 
ized” Blackstones. 
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COMMENTARIES 



OS TH e 



LAWS or ENGLAND. 



JSoofr the JFirst, 



BY 

SIR WILLIAM BLACKSTONE, KT., 

ONE OF TiXK JUSTICES OF JIIR MAJESTY'S 
COURT OF COMMON FLEAS, 



FROM THE AUTHOR'S EIGHTH EDITION, 177 & 



EDITED FOR AMERICAS LAWYERS 

By WILLIAM G. HAMMOND, 

dean Of ST. LOU I St Law SCHOOL, AND LECTURER ON THE HISTORY 
OF LAW AT BOSTON UNIVERSITY, THE UNIVERSITY 
OF H 1011 10 AN, ANI> THE STATE UNI- 
VERSITY OF IOW A+ 



IMlth CapiiDiis Hntc« r 

AW ft 

references to all comments on the test in the 

AMERICAN REVOKES, ITOM&fc 



SAN FRANCISCO: 

BANCROFT- WHITNEY COMPANY, 

LAW PUBLISHERS AND LAW ROOKSELLEStg, 

189Q. 



William Blackstone. Commentaries on the Laws of England. San Fran- 
cisco: Bancroft-Whitney Company, 1890. “From the author’s 8th ed., 
1778, edited for American lawyers by William G. Hammond.” Volume 
1 of 4. 

The lithographic plates and remaining stock of this now very rare edition of 
the Commentaries were evidently destroyed in the San Francisco fire of 1906. 
Its scholarly editor included more than six thousand references to American 
cases citing Blackstone. Hammond’s text also purports to incorporate all au- 
thorial changes from the first to the ninth (and first posthumous) edition, as 
collated by law students at Washington University, St Louis. 
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A 



!•’ R A ii M E N T 

ON 

GOVERNMENT; 

OR, A 

<£omm?nt 011 tljc Comwciuancg: 



BEING 

AN EXAMINATION OF WHAT IS DELIVERED ON THE 
SUBJECT OF GOVERNMENT |\ GENERAL, IN THE 
INTRODUCTION TO SIR WILLIAM BLACKS TONE'S 

commentaries; with a preface, in 

WHICH IS GIVEN A CRITIQUE ON 
THE WORK AT LARGE, 



BY 

JEREMY BENTHAM, ESQ. 

OF LlNCOLXVlNN. 



fliuTin+pUim Esprit in. Idflfo, L. XXX. V-h. XV, 



SECOND EDITION, ENLARGED. 



LONDON ; 

PRINTED FOR 2. WILftOH, ROY A I, EXCHANGE; AND 
W+ PICKERING, LlHCOLN'a-ix y FIE ads. 

1828, 



Jeremy Bentham. A Fragment on Government, or, A Comment on the 
Commentaries: Being an Examination of What Is Delivered on the Sub- 
ject of Government in General, in the Introdtiction to Sir William Black- 
stone’s Commentaries. 2nd edition. London: E. Wilson & W. Pickering, 
1823. 

Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) attended Blackstone’s lectures as an Oxford un- 
dergraduate. For the rest of his long life he denounced their intellectual and 
moral deficiencies, as embodied in the Commentaries. A Fragment on Govern- 
ment was first published anonymously in 1776; by the time this second edi- 
tion appeared its author had become Britain’s leading public intellectual and 
proponent of radical reform. 
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A 



CONSTITUTIONAL 

Catechism, 

ADAPTED TO ALL RANKS AND CAPACITIES, 

(LIU1TIUTID WITH 

COPIOUS NOTES: 

tSTNCItdlLt 

EXTRACTED FROM THE COMMENTARIES Of THE LATE 

JU-BGE BLACKSTONE. 



Tfi WBlCtt 13 HIHStD 



An Epistolary Dedication 

TO THI 

HONORABLE THOMAS ERSKINE, M.P. 



BY JOHN ROSE. 



SSritftol : 

PRINTED AND SOLD BY THE AUTHOR! 

5t*Ed a]fo by tbr Bookfcllerj throughout the Kingdom. 

FMfCE TWO SHULLtHCI, 

* 795 * 



John Rose. A Constitutional Catechism, Adapted to All Ranks and Capa- 
cities, Illustrated with Copious Notes: Principally Extracted from the 
Commentaries of the Late Judge Blackstone. Bristol [England]: Printed 
and sold by the author, 1795. 

Little is known of John Rose (d. 1815), the Bristol bookseller-printer who 
dedicated this pamphlet to the barrister-politician and future lord chancellor 
Thomas Erskine, joining the contemporary reaction against the principles of 
revolutionary France. The conservative Monthly Review noted that “Without 
any tendency to democratical sentiments, the author appears to be a moder- 
ate Whig.” 
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August Hennings. Philosophische und statistische Geschichte des Ur- 
sprungs und des Fortgangs der Freyheit in Engeland: nach Hume, Black- 
stone und andern bewdhrten Quellen ausgearbeitet. Copenhagen: Chris- 
tian Gottlob Proft, 1783. 

This “Philosophical and Political History of the Origins and Progress of Lib- 
erty in England compiled from the writings of Hume, Blackstone and oth- 
ers” was the work of August Adolph Friedrich von Hennings (1746-1826), 
author, politician, and “apostle of the Enlightenment” in northern Germany 
and Denmark. 
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LE3 _ 

LOIS OR 18 S 1 N 11 LIS ANGTA 1 SES, 

, DE 

BLACKS TON'S, CliITTY, RUSSELL 

ET 

ATJTBJJS CPJMI1TALISTES A3T&UIS* 

ET TELLE 3 QUE SUTVIES EN CANADA : 

AKRASUECS SliBAXT LES BISPO&ITI0KS OTB0D1UTE& tJMS LE CODE CEIMIXEL 

DE CETTE PROVINCE 

PAR LES ST at UTS F|fc 0 TOIClAUX 4 ? £T D VICTORIA, CHAl^ 24 , 25 , £6 ET 
£ 7 . COM PHE HA NT AUSS 1 UN PRECIS JOES STATUTE p£NAU 3 £ DE 
LA € E-DEV A NT PfcQVEfOJI EU RAS-C A Pi ADA . 



O U V R A 0 £ DIVISE EN QUATRE PARTIES, 

m JACQUES CREWIEj 




Let lots crlnmelta A*an [xrupfo, 
jont In me sure de set irjaui 



A QUEBEC i 

1MPK1MEBLE DE FRECHETTE fcClt. 

HUE LAMO!«TAfl!St K p . 13. 

1 3 - 3 : 2 . 



Jacques Cremazie. Les lois criminelles anglaises, traduites et compilees 
de Blackstone, Chitty, Russell et autres criminalistes anglais, et telles que 
suivies en Canada. Quebec: Imprimerie de Frechette & cie., 1842. 

The lawyer Jacques Cremazie (1810-1872) was one of several authors who 
started with Blackstone’s Commentaries in order to expound English crimi- 
nal law to the francophone inhabitants of Lower Canada, albeit well after 
the British Conquest of 1760 and the subsequent creation of the province of 
Quebec. 
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2 LAW BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 

Mr. Serjeant STEPHEN'S 

NEW COMMENTARIES. 

tVpiD compute in 4 Yds, Svfo, price 4b 1 0*. cloth, 

NEW COMMENTARIES on the LAWS OF ENGLAND, 

in which are interwoven* under a new and original arrangement of the general 
subject* all gudi parte of the work of BLACKSTONE as arc applicable to the 
present times ; together with full but compendious expositions of the modern 
improvements of the law up to tbe close of last session; the original and | 
adopted materials being throughout the work typographically distinguished 
from each other. By Hknhy John Stephen, Serjeant at Law. 

4M For hoping wall (0 deliver myself from m Linking, by the order and perspicuous 
" expressing of that I da propound, I am otherwise zealous and affectionate to 
recede as little from antiquity, either in terms or opinions, as may stand with 
M truth, and the profictencq of knowledge, 1 '— Lord £ ac, .4du, of Learning. 

Cotstbsts of the First Votimit; — Introduction. Ilwlt T, OF PERSONAL 
RIGHT'S, book II, OF RIGHTS OF PROPERTY 1 Purl 1, As to TAtefs 
RftuL 

Ovi mi or the Second Volume Hook TL Part I. As In Thing* Heal (continued). 
Pan 11. Asia Things Penom t. Book III. OF K I G HTS IN PR1 V AT E K E LA * 
TION S. I look IV. G F P U RUG R LG HTS : - Pan I, 0/ rfc t Civil Govern men f. 

Coktevtid; tiibThirh Vou-me: BtroklV. Parti, Of the CioR Government (f-m* 
iinntdX Part JL Of the Ckm-tA. Pan III, 0/ lAe Staid Economy of the Rrolm. 
book V. OF CIVIL INJURIES, 

Contexts of tiss Fouktc Volume; — book V. OF CIVIL INJURIES (roMtmwfd). 
Rook VI, Of CRIMES— Of tAtf Nature of Crimes and their Punishments} Of the 
Rise, Pragrtsi, ami gradual Improvement of the Lam at England . Gcnffrd Index. 

" Gteal expectations had been entertained of the merits of this new and greater work by 
1 lie author of what the Law Student uf the present day is accustomed, and justly 
so, to look up to as almost a perfect wort — ihe Treatise on the Principles of 
Pleading ; and as far as those expectations were founded on ihe positive evidence of 
c;ip icily which ihe smaller one furnished, they have in no way beendisappointed."— 
Lfltti JWagasinir, 

*> Tt was necessary that a new digest of the Laws, should tie made, that something more 
.stayed he done than to publish a work, many pails of which were obsolete, and to 
en 1 umber it with notes, which must he almost as voluminous as the text itself. It 
wosihitn with much satisfaction that we snw it formally announced that Mr. Scr- 
jEant Stephen had undertaken the labour. With his undoubted talents and attain- 
ments, and in short, possessing as he did qualities that In every respect fitted him 
for the task, we augured well of his performance, and certainly, so far as his work 
has yet proceeded, he has executed it in an able and masterly manner”— Tim*. 

■■ Mr, Serjeant Stephen, In his Immortal wink on Pleading, and now in his scarcely 
Irss admirable edition, or rather we should term it Tcconsttuciion, of * lilackslone’s 
Commentaries, 3 has surpassed the greatest of the old lawyers in some t>r ihcir 
merits and has rivalled them in all,” — Law Times. 

"It is hardly necessary to add that the Fourth Volume of the admirable work before 
us hears marks in every page of ihe fame industry, care and judgment with which 
its predecessors were prepared. The criminal statutes passed in the Iasi session of 
Parliament are incorporated in ihe text, and the book contain* the only complete 
account which can now he found of the actual slate of the criminal law.”— Aforniu^ 
Chronicle. 



Henry Butterworth, Law Bookseller. Advertisement for the 1st edition of 
Henry John Stephen’s New Commentaries on the Laws of England (1841). 

By 1840 Blackstone’s text, over seventy years old, required radical revision 
and updating. The task was undertaken by Henry John Stephen, Serjeant 
at Law, who “endeavoured to interweave my own composition” with Black- 
stone’s words, although admitting that “deviations from the original work” 
were “frequent and extensive.” Butterworths published a twenty-first edition 
of Stephen’s Commentaries in 1950. 
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194 years of good English judgment: Blackstone on Law, Gordon’s on Gin. 

In 1765, Sir William Blackstone made a lasting contribution to society with his 
classic exposition of the laws of England. Four years later, Alexander Gordon 
performed a similar feat by introducing his remarkable gin. The Gordon's Gin you 
drink today still harks back to Mr. Gordon's original 1769 formula. This has 
preserved Gordon’s distinctive dryness and flavour. And gin connoisseurs every- 
where apparently consider this a matter of good judgment, too, because they 
have made Gordon’s the biggest selling gin in all of England, America, the world. 

PRODUCT or U.S.A. MtlUIO LWW# Wr tw. inns «ut»U !» • -J ufi cm M now cotawrl on V* CO.li* irtW* » J 
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“194 years of good English judgment: Blackstone on Law, Gordon’s on 
Gin.” In Look (May 7, 1963), page 8. 

Notwithstanding its 20 th century aura of sophistication, in Blackstone’s life- 
time gin had definite connotations of dissolute poverty. His own preferred 
tipple was fortified wine, especially port. But Boswell’s claim in his Life of 
Samuel Johnson that Blackstone composed the Commentaries “with a bottle 
of port before him” offended the family and was modified in later editions. 
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YALE LAW LIBRARY 



S° me of the Students 




of 



Blackstone Institute 

Including 

The Sprague 
Correspondence School 
of Law 

Chicago 

Who are now Successfully 
Practising Law 



NOTE —There are ni4ny whwe name* da not appear 
in e]ic I ipL b(uuu of out irvutitEiUy to EocoEc them. 
Graduate! ill the tUik of Luriiics* often fail Id beep 
up pdvlied af cbeir whereaE^auLi and their occupplion 
pnd il ia quite d ifRcull to kwc even p smntt proportion 
of the iiatnu and addics-ten Wt htmll mtetm ft a 
favor if our reader* wall tdviw u* of Any thaoftr-i 
in the lift, or addition to it, that should be nude. 



This List is published partly as a list of reference 
for the use of prospective students, but largely for the 
benefit of our students who are now practicing law in 
order that when having business in other cifciea they 
may, bo far as practicable, favor one another. 



YALE LAW LIBRARY 




Behind Every Career is 
a Decision 

In after years most men can trace their Success 
or Failure to One Act of Judgment by which 
ihcy grasped or failed to grasp an Opportunity 

To Aid your Decision 
Here are 

YOUR QUESTIONS 

and 

THEIR ANSWERS 

rwft-rigjbt** \m in 




BLACKSTONE INSTITUTE 

20 West Jackson Boulevard 
CHICAGO 



Blackstone Institute (Chicago, 111 .). Promotional brochures, 1915 and 
undated. 



According to its promotional literature, Blackstone Institute and its affiliated 
Sprague Correspondence School of Law, established in Detroit in the early 
1890s, had become by 1915 “The Oldest and Largest Institute for Law Train- 
ing in the World.” The main teaching vehicle was Modern American Law, a 
fifteen-book series, “the work of the nation’s best legal talent”; it included an 
abridgment of the Commentaries. The school continues today as the Black- 
stone Career Institute, providing vocational training for paralegals and other 
fields, and proving the continued value of Blackstone’s name as a brand. 
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6 

the Declaration of independence 

Finally, the Constitution of the United 
States prescribes our form of government and its 
separation into three branches each with a check 
and balance upon the other. The “bylaws" of our 
corporate charter, the Articles of Confederation, 
proved to be ineffective for the struggling new 
Republic, and therefore a stronger more central- 
ized form of government was organized under the 
Constitution incorporating the principles of the 
Declaration. Federal power was restricted in the 
first Ten Amendments, commonly known as the 
Bill of Rights. Article VI of the Constitution re- 
quires that all judges, legislators, and executives 
of both state and federal government shall be 
bound by oath or affirmation to support this Con- 
stitution, but it is equally incumbent upon all citi- 
zens of the United States to know its precepts if 
our rights and liberties are to remain secure. An 
excellent historical analysis of our law is found in 
the 27 amendments to our Constitution which are 
included. 

As Chief Justice of the Alabama Supreme 
Court and on behalf of the Administrative Office of 
Courts, I commend to your reading and thoughtful 
analysis Our Legal Heritage . 




Chief Justice 
Alabama Supreme Court 



7 




Sir William Blackstone 

(1723-1780) 

(introduction) 

COMMENTARIES ON THE 
LAWS OF ENGLAND 

On that fateful day of July 4, 1776, when 56 
men met in the City of Philadelphia to declare in- 
dependence from Great Britain, they boldly de- 
clared that they were entitled to do so by the 
"laws of nature and of nature’s God.” The law of 
nature was the will of the Maker discovered not 
only by reason, but also by direct revelation of 
Divine Law found only in the Holy Scriptures. 
These concepts, taken from John Locke, Sam- 
uel Rutherford, Charles de Montesquieu, and oth- 



Roy S. Moore. Our Legal Heritage. Montgomery, Alabama: Adminis- 
trative Office of Courts, 2001. 

While Blackstone’s views on the relationship between natural, divine, and 
“municipal” law are by no means straightforward, he has recently been re- 
cruited to the culture wars. Here Roy S. Moore, Alabama’s controversial 
Chief Justice in 2001-2003 and again since 2013, attributes both the American 
Revolution and the first clause in the Declaration of Independence to Black- 
stone’s “compilation of the common law with its emphasis on God- given 
rights and liberties.” 
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Sir William Blackstone 



and the 



Common 

Law 

Blackstone* s Legacy to America 

2 ^ 1 ^ . 

^ Hv" 

Robert D. Stacey, Ph.D. 

j E V V i: K V J , V Lv N T R E L L A - G E N K R A L E D 1 T Q K 



l 



Robert D. Stacey. Sir William Blackstone and the Common Law: Black- 
stone’s Legacy to America. Eugene, Oregon: ACW Press, 2003. 

This is the initial volume in the “Blackstone Core Curriculum” of the Alli- 
ance Defense Fund (now “Alliance Defending Freedom”) established in 1994 
as “a Christian legal advocacy organization dedicated to protecting religious 
liberty, the sanctity of life, and marriage and family.” Some 1500 law students 
are said to have passed through its summer “Blackstone Legal Fellowship 
leadership development program.” 
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THE MYSTERIOUS 


pfl 


SCIENCE OF THE LAW 


^ ■ V -■ -f 


As Essay os Black stone’s COMMENTARIES 




Show txc now Blackstone, Employing EialiT- 




RBKTH-OB MTU RY InF.AS Or Sci RbITOIOM, 




History, Aesthetics, asej Philosophy, mare 




nr THE Law at ONCE A Costs ERVATIVE aH1> A 




M Ysxf MOL- S Science 




By DANIEL J. BOORSTIN 






pb. i fl 




a |l||l 


CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 




HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS 


IH' J 


1941 



Daniel J. Boorstin. The Mysterious Science of the Law: An Essay on Black- 
stone’s Commentaries, Showing How Blackstone, Employing Eighteenth- 
Century Ideas of Science, Religion, History, Aesthetics, and Philosophy, 
Made of the Law at Once a Conservative and a Mysterious Science. Cam- 
bridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1941. 

Harvard, Yale, and Oxford-educated, the historian Daniel J. Boorstin (1914- 
2004) was a Rhodes Scholar and member of the Communist Party who later 
became Librarian of Congress and won the Pulitzer Prize. This classic “essay” 
on the intellectual context and agenda of the Commentaries, Boorstin’s first 
book-length publication, grew out of his 1940 Yale Law School doctoral dis- 
sertation, Blackstone’s Myth of Law: Some Uses of Reason and Faith in a Social 
Science. 
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250 Years of Blackstone’s Commentaries: 

THE COMMENTARIES 
IN TRANSLATION 



The law’s a complicated rite; 

A book of rules most technical; 

System of logic, inexact; 

Also circumlocutional. 

— Percival E. Jackson (1891-1970), “The Law” 
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COM ME NT AIRES 

SDR L E S 

IOIX B'ANGIETERRE. 

—'fc 

LIVRE PREMIER. 

DES DROITS DES PERSONNE& 

CHA PITRE PREMIER . 

Dts Droits ab folus dzs Individ us, 

Les Loix d'Anglccerrc embraflent tant d'ob- 
jets # quit faut n^ceflrairement pour en rend re 
h connoifTance plus aifee k acquerir, les diftri- 
bucr mdthodiquement, 6c les examiner cM- 
cun en pariiculier, en dvitant fur-tout de crop 
multiplier les divi lions, & d’entrer dans des 
derails trap mimmeux $ Ians quoi on rombe- 
roit duns h confuiiau , 6c dclii dans Tobfcurit^. 



William Blackstone. Commentaires sur les loix angloises. Brussels: J.L. 
de Boubers, 1774[-1776]. Volume 1 (1774) of 6. 

The first French translator of the Commentaries was a prolific journalist and 
man of letters who had previously published extracts from Blackstone in 
his L’Observateur Francais a Londres (1769-73). Augustin-Pierre Damiens de 
Gomicourt (1723-1790) wrote under several noms de plume. Although the 
anonymous preface (possibly by de Gomicourt himself) claims this transla- 
tion to be “careful and exact,” that view has not been widely shared. 



- 41 - 



xiv TABLE DES CHAPITHES. 

Chap. XXXI. Du Sitrfis & da Par- 
don. pig- 181 

Chap. XXX II. De V Execution. 195 

Chap. XXXIII. De la naijfance , 
des pr ogres , & des ameliorations 
graduelies des Loix Anglaifes. uOl 

Fin tie la Table. 



COMMENTAIRE 




COMME NT AIRE 



sun 



LE CODE CRIMINEL 
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CHAPITRE PREMIER, 

NoUS conftd&erons preincrement la 
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ode cn mind, que nous nommons plus com* 

1 emc /, a 



William Blackstone. Commentaire sur le code criminel d’Angleterre. Par- 
is: Chez Knapen, 1776. 

Gabriel Francois Coyer’s (1707-1782) translation of the fourth book of the 
Commentaries was undertaken in the hope that it might inspire his fellow 
countrymen to adopt the basic principles of English criminal law. However, 
as he ruefully commented three years later, these hopes were in vain: “and 
his bookseller has sworn that he will no longer stock any work urging reform 
of law or morals.” 
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D E S LOIS 

DE POLICE 



ET CRIM1NELLES 

D E 

L’ ANGLETERR E: 

Des divers Modes instruire les proems des 

prevenus ; et spdcialemeiit 9 de I’ Institution 
du j urj en made re Criminelle ; 

Oiivragc traduit de f anglais de Blackstone, 
arec des notes. 

Pah LUDOT, inembrc du Tiibimal*- 



A PARIS, 

DE LTM PRIM. D’h.VCQUART, HUE GIT Lli CflU*H , s B . 16. 
AK JX, - (1S0I j. 



William Blackstone. Des lois de police et criminelles de VAngleterre: 
des divers modes d’y instruire les proces des prevenus, et specialement, 
de Vinstitution du jury en matiere criminelle. Paris: De 1 ’imprim. 
D’Hacquart, an IX [= 1801]. 

The lawyer Antonin Baptiste Nicolas Ludot (1760-1822) was a member of the 
National Convention from 1793 and of Napoleon’s Tribunat (a body which 
considered proposed legislative changes). His translation of chapters 18-33 °f 
Book IV of the Commentaries sought to make English trial procedures better 
known to would-be reformers of the French criminal code. 
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YALE LAW UBBARV 

William Blackstone. W. Blackstone’s Handbuch des englischen Rechts, im 
Auszuge und mit Hinzufiigung der neueren Gesetze und Entscheidungen. 
Schleswig: Koniglichen Taubstummen-Institut, i822[-i 823]. Volume l 
(1822) of 2. 

Nikolaus Falck (1784-1850), professor of law at Kiel University, translated 
the abridgment of the Commentaries published in 1820 under the name of 
John Gifford but actually completed by Edward Foss. Like other contempo- 
rary German liberals, Falck depicts Blackstone as the leading source on the 
character of England’s constitution and its “firmly rooted legal liberty.” 
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William Blackstone. Comentario sul codice criminate d’Inghilterra. Mi- 
lan: Tipografia Buccinelli, 1813. Volume 1 of 2. 

This translation of Book IV of the Commentaries by Antonio Ascona is the 
first and only Italian rendering of Blackstone. Published in the last year of 
the Napoleonic kingdom of Italy, it was dedicated to Count Antonio Stri- 
gelli, secretary of state, as the first of a projected collection of criminological 
classics ( Raccolta dei Classici Criminalisti ) aimed at furthering criminal law 
reform. 
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William Blackstone. Yingguofa shi yi. Shanghai: Shanghai ren minchu 
ban she, 2006. 



While there may possibly have been earlier Chinese translations of the Com- 
mentaries, this volume (the first in the “Translation Series of Famous Texts 
on the Study of Law”) was published in simplified Chinese under the aus- 
pices of the East China University of Political Science and Law School, by 
the Shanghai People’s Publishing House. It consists of Book One of the Com- 
mentaries. 
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250 Years of Blackstone’s Commentaries : 

THE COMIC BLACKSTONE 

Can’t you arrange it, old Pard? — 

Pigeonhole Blackstone and Kent! — 

Here we have “Breitmann,” and Ward, 

Twain, Burdette, Nye, and content! 

Can’t you forget you’re a Judge 
And put by your dolorous frown 
And tan your wan face in the smile of a friend— 
Can’t you arrange to come down? 



— James Whitcomb Riley (1849-1916), “To the Judge: A 
Voice from the Interior of Old Hoop-Pole Township” 
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Nothing better testifies to the classic status of the Commentaries than The 
Comic Blackstone. After its serial debut in the new humorous magazine Punch, 
or the London Charivari, the first of some thirty editions was published with 
additional material as a two-volume book in 1844. Its author was Gilbert A 
Beckett (1811-1856), who managed to combine an early career as prolific jour- 
nalist, playwright, and man of letters with call to the bar at Gray’s Inn and 
eventual appointment as a Metropolitan Police magistrate. 

Several Philadelphia editions quickly followed the initial London edition, 
but there was only one more London edition in 1846 before the author’s sud- 
den death in 1856. 

The Comic Blackstone is essentially a burlesque or gentle parody of the orig- 
inal. Thus Section I, “On the Study of the Law,” begins: “Every gentleman 
ought to know a little of the law, says Coke, and perhaps, say we, the less the 
better.” While this brand of humor may strike modern readers as excessively 
arch - it is undoubtedly labored, with much punning and word-play - the 
finely detailed and characteristically ingenious illustrations by the talented 
George Cruikshank still repay close study. 




Gilbert Abbott A Beckett. The Comic Blackstone. London: Published at 
the Punch Office, 1844-1846. Illustrated by George Cruikshank. Volume 
1 (1844) of 2. 
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Gilbert Abbott A Beckett. The Comic Blackstone. Philadelphia: Carey 
and Hart, 1844. Illustrated by George Cruikshank. 




Gilbert Abbott A Beckett. The Comic Blackstone. London: Published at 
the Punch Office, 1846. Illustrated by George Cruikshank. 
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GILBERT ABBOTT A f BECKETT, 

ucTECKh'itiTiM fir Slirt Sitf, 
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REVISED A KD EJtTBKDE n 

Bv ARTHUR WM. A f BECKETT, 

a* cuVi uu, iLuiu nj r- j_a « r, 



WITH TEN PULL* PAGE COLOURED ILLUSTRATIONS A OTHERS 

By HARRY FURNISS. 



NEW A i\'D REVISED EDITIW, 



t* 

LONDON t 

BRADBURY, AGNEW, & CO„ £, g, io t BQUVERIE STREET, 
I £67. 




Gilbert Abbott A Beckett. The Comic Blackstone. 
London: Bradbury, Agnew, & Co., 1887. “Re- 
vised and extended by Arthur Wm. A’Beckett.” 
Illustrated by Harry Furniss. 



Gilbert A Beckett’s third son Arthur A Beckett (1844-1909) followed in his 
father’s journalistic footsteps, and was also called to the bar, although he 
never practiced. In 1886 Arthur published an updated edition in nine parts, 
taking account of changes made by the Judicature Acts of the 1870s, with 
new colored illustrations by Harry Furniss, who like Arthur was closely as- 
sociated with Punch. It was issued as a complete volume in 1887, in choice of 
red or blue stamped cloth. The last recorded reissue of The Comic Blackstone 
was in 2007. 




Gilbert Abbott A Beckett. The Comic Blackstone. London: Bradbury, 
Agnew, & Co., 1886-1887. In n i ne parts with original printed wrappers. 
“Revised and extended by Arthur Wm. A’Beckett.” Illustrated by Harry 
Furniss. 
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